
Ensuring all find 

Christ’s love and  

Become disciples 

1st November 2009 All Saints Day 

www.emmanuelbicester.org.uk 

The Prayer Chain: ecbprayerchain@hotmail.co.uk 

News & notices: emmanuelnotices@live.co.uk 

 W e l c o m e  

saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi,…. 
From the Bible we learn that a saint 
is not designated as such because 
of special moral purity – simply that 
they are IN Christ – they have 
spiritual union with Him.  If you are in 
Christ (i.e. have asked Him to be 
your Lord and Saviour) you are a 
saint.  Since both the departed 
saints who were committed 
Christians are in Christ, we share 
with them in the Communion of the 
saints.  Tom Wright (Bishop of 
Durham) says: -“They are still our 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  When 
we celebrate the Eucharist they are 
there with us, along with the angels 
and archangels.”  As we gather to 
worship today we are being cheered 
on from heaven!  Therefore, since 
we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles, and let us 
run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us. 

2
Let us fix our 

eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 
set before him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of 
God. 

3
Consider him who endured 

such opposition from sinful men, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose 
heart.  (Hebrews 12)   
Blessed All Saints Day to you, dear 
saints in Christ!  Chris 

ECB DIARY 
04 Nov Stephen Barber, Safeguarding Children Adviser 

Diocese of Oxford talk on „best practice‟ at 7 p.m.  at    

St. Edburg's Primary School 
09 Nov Cell Pastors meeting at 4 Orpine Close at 8 pm 
10 Nov Standing Committee  4 Orpine Close 
12 Nov JPCC 
17 Nov Girl’s Cell 
18 Nov Start of Alpha at 4 Orpine Close “Who is Jesus?” 
23 Nov Building & Vision Committee 4 Orpine Close 
25 Nov Alpha 2 “Why did Jesus die?” 
29 Nov Advent Carol Service with Michael Green at St. 

Edburg‟s 6.30 p.m. Launch of „Love Bicester‟ to the Churches 

30 Nov PCC 
01 Dec ECB Prays - All Church prayer meeting at 4 Orpine Cl. 

01 Dec Girls‟ Cell 
06 Dec All Age Craft Workshop Sunday Afternoon 
13 Dec Carols at the Pub. 
13 Dec ECB Christmas Fayre in School Hall 

Welcome young, old and in-
between to ECB, as together, we 
seek to include in our worship the 
whole church family regardless of 
age.  Please encourage our All Age 
team who work so hard to prepare 
this service each month.  When it 
comes to including children Jesus 
said, “Let the little children come to 
Me, and do not hinder them, for the 
Kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these.” 
All Saints Day.  Don‟t let the 
popular, macabre celebration of 
Halloween overshadow the brilliant 
Christian festival of All Saints Day.  
Halloween is really an old English 
word meaning hallowed evening or 
the holy evening before All Saints 
day.  According to Wikipedia, it has 
roots in the Celtic festival of Samhain 
and the Christian holy day of All 
Saints.  Samhain means summer‟s 
end in old Irish!  Apart from the 
obvious entering of the dark months 
of winter, it also has been associated 
with the festival of the dead.  What a 
contrast the Christian festival of All 
Saints provides!  I always find it 
helpful to remind myself what a saint 
is.  The Bible teaches that a saint is 
someone IN Christ.  At the beginning 
of most of his letters, Paul addresses 
the church as saints – e.g. 
Philippians 1:1 Paul and Timothy, 
servants of Christ Jesus to all the 

Brian Griffiths Vice Chairman of  

Goldman Sachs International 

“The Teaching of Jesus and the  

Question of Money” 

3 November at 5 p.m. 

at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 
1st of 5 Chavasse Lectures by Brian Griffiths  

between now and March.  

All Welcome. No charge. 

Crèche  
08 Nov Lyn & Karen 
15 Nov Rachel C & Jenny 
22 Nov Pat & Tracy 
29 Nov Lyn & Bev 
13 Dec Vera & Emma H 

Cell Groups Sunday Duties  
1 Nov Roger & Debbie 
08 Nov Rach B, Jackie & Amy 
15 Nov Jane & Sam 
22 Nov Rach J, Sven & Maria 
29 Nov Buracell 

Lyn and I are 
starting a 
new Alpha 
Course on 

18th November.  
We are covering only 
4 sessions before 
Christmas and then 
we will review. We 
have four people 
who want to come.  
If you know of 
anyone else, then 
please let us know. 

If you do not belong to an 
ECB Cell, you are missing 
out on fellowship and support 
in your Christian life.   

As several new folk have joined ECB, 
over the past few months, do talk to me 
about joining an ECB Cell.  I would love 
every person to be in a Cell Group. 
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