
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Club Bubbles Splash & X-Stream The Grid 
2

nd
 Sept No Sunday Club No Sunday Club No Sunday Club 

9
th

 Sept Helle & Emma Dorothy & Nathan A Paul & Sandy 
16

th
 Sept Jenny & Paula & Catherine Erika & Vera Paul & Karen 

    
 Cell Group  

Sunday Duties 
 Crèche Rota  Welcome Team 

2
nd

 Sept Roger & Debbie  No Sunday Club  Steve, Jeannette, Peter H, Chris 
9

th
 Sept Rach B & Jackie  Jane & Julie  Chris, Rachel M, Holly,  John I 

16
th

 Sept Rach & Sven  Rachel C & Lisa  Lisa, Tony, Doreen & John T 
 
Community Fun Day – Southwold Community Hall. Please sign up now to offer your help on the day 
or to bake a cake. Volunteers are still needed to deliver the remaining invitation leaflets. Please pray 
that people will come and enjoy themselves and that we get to know those in our parish better. 
 
Notice Sheet – any items for inclusion to Roger Winson by 7pm on Wednesday please. 
 

 

 

church at the heart  
of the community 

  
Website: www.emmanuelbicester.org.uk 
Prayer chain: ecbprayerchain@hotmail.co.uk } email to  
Notices: emmanuelnotices@live.co.uk             } receive these 

 

2nd September 2012 

As the summer holidays draw to a close and we 
begin to move into a new term there is a real 
sense of anticipation and excitement around 
the church here at Bure Park. The building 
project is going well and we hope to be able to 
hold some of our Christmas services in the new 
building! 
 
As a church we are beginning to shift our 
emphasis from building the pastoral care 
structures for those within our fellowship 
towards reaching out into the wider 
community.  
 
On 8th September we are having a Funday at 
Southwold Community Centre from 2pm to 
4pm. Do please come along and help out as we 
try to show love, mercy and generosity to our 
neighbours. 
 
On 9th September we begin a new Sunday 
sermon series thinking about the big questions 
people ask and the way, that for many, these 
can be a barrier to them coming to a living faith 
in Christ. My hope is, this will help us prepare 
for the opening of the new church building, 
when I expect many of our neighbours will 
come to see the new building and join us for a 
coffee in the Community café. 
 
1 Peter 3 15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as 
Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to  

everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect. 
 
I trust that this new series will help all of us 
be better prepared to give the reason for 
the hope and faith we have in Christ. If you 
have ever wondered how to answer when 
someone asks you “why does a loving God 
allow suffering” or “how can you be a 
Christian when science disproves it,” look 
out for this new series. 
 
As we reach out sharing Christ with those 
who do not yet know God’s amazing love 
and power we must take care not to neglect 
those within our church family.  
 
John 13:34-35 34 “A new command I give 
you: Love one another. As I have loved you, 
so you must love one another. 35 By this 
everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
The world is not only listening to the 
answers we can give to the difficult 
questions, it is also looking intently at how 
we live our lives! 
 
Let us continue to share our faith through 
words and actions. Amen.   

Ian Biscoe  

ECB’s NOTICE BOARD 

2
nd

 Sept  Trinity 13 – All Age Service   10.30am 

  Led by Erika Biscoe 

  Preacher: Ian Biscoe – Subject: ‘Net’  

6
th

 Sept PCC Standing Committee – Pipits Croft  8.00pm 

6
th

 Sept Years 9-11 Youth Group    6.30-8.30pm  
BBQ social at the Colletts: Manor Farm, Poundon 

6
th

 Sept 20’s/30’s group – restarts at Bure Farm  8.00pm  

8
th

 Sept ECB / Elim FUN DAY at Southwold Community Hall  2-4pm 

9
th

 Sept Trinity 14 – Led by Peter Hill   10.30am 
Preacher: Ian Biscoe 
Subject: ‘The Questions People Ask’ 

9
th

 Sept 16-19 yrs youth group – restarts at 4 Orpine Close 6.00pm  

12
th

 Sept Years 6-8 youth group – restarts at 4 Orpine Close 6.00pm  

16
th

 Sept Trinity 15 – Informal Service   10.30am 

Led by Dan Beesley 

Preacher: Ian Biscoe – Subject: ‘Suffering’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

ECB Building Update 

August 2012 

 

Building Fit-Out 

Work progresses well and we have caught up the delay caused by the late 

handover from Benfield and Loxley (contractors for the building shell).  We have 

experienced no significant delays during the fit-out and hope that this trend 

continues.  Tim Howard continues to do an excellent job managing the fit-out. It 

seems more and more certain that we will be able to use the Church for our 

Christmas services though final finishing off may continue into the New Year. 

 

Financial Update 

On the financial front we have had disappointment at our failure to obtain the 

£30,000 Diocesan grant.  The Diocese has agreed to ECB’s loan request of 

£250,000, as previously authorised by the PCC.  This leaves us in a position to 

bring the project to completion barring any unforeseen developments.  The 

Building Project Team continues to monitor expenditure to ensure that any 

potential cost savings are realised and that the congregation receives value for 

money for their generous donations. 

 

Additional Room 

The opportunity to add an additional room on the 2nd floor has been identified.  

The room dimensions are approximately 6.5 metres by 3 metres (approximately 

20 feet by 10 feet).  Work is continuing on the design, specification, and costing, 

of this addition and the relevant planning authorities are involved.  At this stage 

the estimated cost is approximately £25,000 split into two phases, £15,000 to take 

the room to first fix and £10,000 to finish off the room.  The second stage of 

spending can be deferred if there was financial pressure on the project.  At this 

time these figures are estimates but initial investigations indicate that this level of 

expenditure can be contained within existing budgets with no need to raise 

further funds. The thought is that this room would be dedicated to the youth and 

children.  Initial discussions with the leadership of those groups have been very 

positive. 

The proposed room will require approval from the Local Council’s Building Control 

Officer who will assess the proposed room for ease of access and compliance with 

all safety rules. 

The full picture should emerge in the next week or two.  The PCC has authorised 

the Building Team to progress this addition. 

James Dunne 


