3rd March 2019

Lesley Wasley writes….
As I begin to write this I am in my 6th week here at Emmanuel church as the new Communications and
Ministry Support Officer. These weeks have flown by and I already feel part of the furniture (in a good
way). My first day started in prayer and with thoughts of who I had left behind after 17 years but, I had
such a warm welcome from everyone here that I went home smiling and feeling loved. I feel that I am right
where God wants me and it is like I’ve come home.
I feel like I’ve just exposed the end of the story like you do if you read the last page in a new book and find
out what happens (I never do that!) but, really it is just the beginning of something new and exciting.
However, it is the end of what has been a difficult couple of years. A time when I was asking God, “what is
next? Where do you want me to go? What will it look like? How will I know?”. I just wanted (and still do) to
be obedient to God.
Last summer whilst spending some time listening to God here at Emmanuel, when we had a visit from Gill
Gifford, I asked God for a picture, hoping this would give me some indication of what he had planned for
me, particularly with regards to my job. The picture I got was a blank canvas! As you might imagine this
puzzled me and left me wondering and seeking further an answer. Looking back now I realise this was a
time of pruning and the song entitled’ New Wine ‘comes to mind… ‘in the crushing, in the pressing, you are
making new wine.’
I kept going and just surrendered it to God knowing what a good, good father he is…. ‘when I trust you, I
don’t need to understand.’ Another line from the song!
In Jeremiah 29:11 it says,’’ For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future’’. My mum kept reminding me of this verse and I
found this comforting.
Another great source of comfort was that I had friends praying for me and with me. When it felt at times
that God had wandered off, and he seemed silent, they reminded me of his promises. And God keeps his
promises. Although I was weary, and some weeks it felt like I was alone in the desert, I still worshipped
God and praised him for what he had done for me, what he was doing, and what he would do. I trusted
Him.
Fast forward some months and here I am serving God in a very different way and in all honesty not the
way I had planned. But I realise that this new role is the blank canvas, and I trust God to reveal a bit more
of what is going to be on it in his timing. I am doing it all in God’s strength and for his glory and I am in
awe of how God works things for our good- Romans 8:28.

I have been pondering on John 10:10b where Jesus says,” I have come that they may have life and have it
to the full.” But I wonder how that looks for each of us? My life feels very full right now and instead of
facing challenges at work with anxiety and fear I face them with confidence, and a sense of peace, because
I know that God didn’t just send me he went before me, and his spirit is with me even in the smallest of
tasks. It is a privilege to serve him in this way and be part of the ‘Trellis’ at Emmanuel Church.
So, I wonder if you feel like you are in the right place? Or have you been asking God similar questions to
mine? Are you living life to the full? Do you know what gifts God has given you? Have you opened them?
Are you using them? Or Is fear holding you back?

I urge you not to let the thief come and steal or destroy what you have been called to do but instead ask
someone to pray for you or with you. There are people here today who would be honoured to pray with
you.
Choose today to stand firm and be who God has created you to be. You are forgiven, loved and accepted.
You are no longer a slave to fear – You are a child of God!

Blessings
Lesley

Notices
It Takes Two - Building a Lasting Marriage
Tuesday 5th March at 7.30pm. This is an event for anyone who wants to invest a little more in
their relationship. To book : cff.org.uk/ittakestwo 029 2081 0800. Standard tickets £7/Concession
tickets £4
Sycamore Tree course
Have you been the victim of a crime that you would be willing to speak about on a restorative
justice course, run by Prison Fellowship, at a local prison? If so, or for further information, please
contact Jane Mitchell on janemitchell200@gmail.com
CAP MONEY COURSE
A free 3 week course to help you manage your money better, and learn how to budget, save and
spend better. Here at Emmanuel Church7.30pm—9.30pm Thursdays 14th,21st & 28th March. To
book call 01869 369160 or visit capmoneycourse.org
BEN BISCOE- CHURCH PLANTING TRAINING OPPORTUNITY IN CALIFORNIA.
Please continue to pray for Ben . For ways to support Ben, including Gift Aid donations, speak to
Rose Hunt, Debbie or Roger Winson.
ECB Men’s Walk
Saturday 16th March. A twelve mile walk (short cuts will be available) along part of the Ridgeway
near Didcot, finishing with a pub lunch. For further details please contact Colin Arter on
07717 875566 or Nigel Walton on 07825 953057 or nigglegw@aol.com.

Garden Talk
An opportunity to get together and chat about gardens and gardening over a cup of coffee.
Saturday 23rd March and Saturday 27th April 10.30am—12noon. Here at Emmanuel church.
Coffee Morning with Kids
Next meeting is Monday 11th March at 9.00am. See Rachel Jolly for more details.
ROTAS: If you need to check rotas please log on to Church Builder.

ECB DIARY
SUN 3rd March

MON 4th March
TUES 5th March

WED 6th March
FRI 8th March

SAT 9th March
SUN 10th March

10.30am Informal Worship
Being a resourcing church
Leader: Ian Biscoe
Preacher: Bishop Steven
7.00pm Evening Service (Café open at 6.30pm)
TRIO Sunday - Giving
Leader: Erika Biscoe
Preacher: Ian Biscoe
7.45pm Tenants of The King
9.00am Prayers
7.00pm Prayers
7.30pm It Takes Two Marriage Course
10.30am Oasis Small Group
9.30am Cherish Group
7.00pm Prayers
7.30pm Contemplative Compline
Marriage Preparation Day
10.30am Café Church with Baptism
Jesus Tested
Leader: Ian Biscoe
Preacher: Nik Christensen
7.00pm Evening Service (Café open at 6.30pm)
Hospitality at the margins, widows and
Orphans
Leader: Al Bowen
Preacher: Ian Biscoe
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