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to the church 
at the heart 
of the community 
   

17th August 2014 
Prayer chain:  ecbprayerchain@hotmail.co.uk 

Notices:        emmanuelnotices@live.co.uk            
email to receive either of these. 

 
 

Website:          www.emmanuelbicester.org.uk 

We extend a warm welcome to regulars 
and visitors alike. If you are new at 
Emmanuel, or visiting, please do introduce 
yourself to one of the Welcome Team. 

Tim Howard writes: 

Perhaps I'm just a sad old farmer, but 
walking through a field of barley that's in 
ear, waving gently in the breeze with the 
evening sun in your face is such an 
evocative experience. As you walk up the 
tramline your hand instinctively moves out 
to brush the crop, like the touch of silk on 
the palm of your hand. Just like the scene 
from Ridley Scott's Gladiator, as Maximus 
strides through his crops towards his 
Elysium. Elysium is the Greek mythological 
heaven. 

As Maximus bolsters his cavalry before a 
final attack, his words resonate in my head: 

 Three weeks from now, I will be harvesting 
my crops. Imagine where you will be, and it 
will be so. Hold the line! Stay with me! If 
you find yourself alone, riding in the green 
fields with the sun on your face, do not be 
troubled. For you are in Elysium, and you're 
already dead! 

Across the country, the harvest is half way 
through and the crops look good 
everywhere, even in this field, this little 
corner of our Elysium, where just six 
months ago the autumn planted crop lay  

decimated by the winter floods, out of 
desolation an abundant harvest has 
grown. It will be a little later than the 
other fields, but it will come. 

John 4:35 reminds us what Jesus said: I 
tell you, open your eyes and look at the 
fields! They are ripe for harvest.  

Although we are very grateful for Jesus' 
help, it's not these fields that he means. 

Matthew 9:36-38 : When he (Jesus) saw 
the crowds, he had compassion on them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd. Then he 
said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 

workers into his harvest field.'   

This is Jesus' field, picture the view of 
Oxford Street from a first floor window at 
peak shopping time, or perhaps on a road 
seconds after the starting gun at the 
London Marathon, jostling 'ears of corn', 
or picture this instead, a silent back 
street in a city, the creak of a cardboard 
box as it hides a broken life, in a cold 
damp corner. This is Jesus' field too. 

Picture this, during Sunday's service as 
we stand together to praise Jesus, this is 
Jesus' field too, but whether we feel 
shiny and new, a bit rusty or rather 
crumpled, we can't wait until we are  

ECB’s NOTICE BOARD  

 
 
17th August 10.30am Trinity 9 – Informal Service (Summer) 

Leader:   Andrew Collett              Preacher: Carol Hill 
Subject: The Glory returns Ezekiel 43:1-12 
Reader:  Tim Cranston  Prayers: Katie Jenkinson 
 

Sunday 17th August - Starting at 2.45pm - St Peter's & Pimms. A light hearted 
talk about Bucknell church, it's history, architecture and the chance to go up a 
rarely seen staircase! Courtesy of Mr Jim Hemsley. Free entry, all welcome. 

24th August 10.30am Trinity 10 – Informal Service (Summer) 
Leader:   Ian Biscoe  Preacher: Erika Biscoe               
Subject: The wife and kids Hosea 1:1-11 
Reader:  Debbi Pardoe  Prayers: Howard Dunn 

 
31st  August 10.30am Trinity 11 – Informal Service (Summer) 

Leader:   Ian Biscoe  Preacher: Peter Hill               
Subject:  Plumb Line                     Amos 7:1-9 
Reader:  Jeanette Collett Prayers: Dora Potter 
 

4th September 8pm-9pm Band practice restarts 
 

7th September 10.30am Trinity 12  
Leader:   Ian Biscoe  Preacher: Robert Jackson               
Subject:  Rich Young Man            Matthew 19:16-30 
Reader:  Jeanette Collett Prayers: Claire Bean 

7th September 7.00pm Prayer Course starts Leader: Chris Shields 
 
11th September 8pm-9pm Band practice 
 
14th September 10.30am Trinity 13  

Leader:   Carol Hill  Preacher: Nigel Crook               
Subject:  Workers in the Vineyard            Matthew 20:1-6 
Reader:  Andy Roberts  Prayers: Lonah Hebditch 

14th September 7.00pm Youth Baptisms 
  Leaders: Erika Biscoe, Rosie Richards 
  Preacher: Ian Biscoe 
  Subject: Mission & Community 
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shiny and polished, we go as we are. We 
can all make a difference if we as workers 
all pull together for the harvest.  

Working on the harvest isn't just about the  
big shiny combine harvester, that's the last 
few minutes of work that has taken a year 
to get ready. The work starts in the mud 
with preparing the ground, sowing little 
seeds, one at a time, some don't grow but 
we have to keep trying. Sometimes the 
mud and water wash them away and we  

have to start patiently again, but try we   
must however muddy and down trodden 
we might feel. Just see one seed mature 
to harvest and it's all worthwhile. 

I'm going to borrow another quote from 
Maximus for you to ponder 'what we do 

in life echoes in eternity'. Make of that 
what you will, but if you are sitting 
comfortably, consider it a call to arms! 

Tim Howard 

Summer is Here! 
 During the Summer holidays (27th July to 31st August) there will be a shorter service 
with craft activities arranged for the children during the sermon. We still need DBS 

checked volunteers to supervise these.  

Many people will be away in August so extra help will be needed by the teams on 
Sunday duty. Please offer to help them out if you are able.  

 
This week, we ask you to pray for those in our church family or known to us 
who are ill or for other reasons require our prayers, including: -  

Steve Willott in his loss of Yvonne. 
Sue Lewis (Lisa’s mother), and also Lisa and Mark Verman. 
Dave and Sharon Bambrook 

All those who have been mentioned on the prayer chain this week 

Robots vs Humans Part 2 
The development of increasingly realistic humanoid robots raises questions of what it 
means to be human. What are robots really capable of and are humans nothing more 
than biological machines? Nigel Crook will be giving the second part of the Robots vs 
Humans talk at 7pm on Sunday 28th September at ECB Church. He will be 
demonstrating the capabilities of some of the robots for the Cognitive Robotics Lab at 
Oxford Brookes University. This event is the first in ECB's discipleship series which will 
run on the fourth Sunday of every month. 

Prayer Course  

 ‘Lord, teach us to pray…’   (Luke 11)  
Developed by Alpha and 24-7 Prayer, The Prayer Course is a free, interactive six part 
video series based on The Lords Prayer, covering Adoration, Petition, Intercession, 
Perseverance, Listening and Warfare.  

Whether you are a seasoned Christian or new, come and experience this opportunity 
to explore and develop your prayer life.  

Starting Sunday 7th September at 7pm.  

For more info contact Ian Biscoe, Katie Jenkinson or Chris Shields.  

Badminton every Thursday 8.30 – 9.30 at Bicester Leisure Centre 

ROTAS 
Prayer Ministers 

 
Summer Break – Ministry from available pool of prayer ministers 

 
 
Sunday Club Bubbles Splash 
17th August Summer Activities Summer Activities 
24th August Summer Activities Summer Activities 
31st August Summer Activities Summer Activities 
 

Sunday Club The Grid Crèche  
17th August Summer Activities Available for parents 
24th August Summer Activities Available for parents 
31st August Summer Activities Available for parents 
 

Welcome Team 
17th August Nathan Argyle, Sue White 
24th August Andrew Collett, Dave Bambrook 
31st August Jeanette Collett, Peter Hill 
  
Sunday Team Duties (Refreshments, taking up the offering) 
17th August Heather Hindmarsh’s Sunday Team plus “Holiday Helpers” 
24th August Clare Bean’s Small Group 
31st August Debbie Pardoe’s Sunday Team 

 
Karen is on leave from 1st August until 2nd September and the administrator role 
will be covered by Elizabeth Taylor. This will be reduced hours as many activities 

are finished for the summer. 
 

Any notices for next week please to Elizabeth Taylor by 7 p.m. Wednesday  
at administrator@emmanuelbicester.org.uk 


