ECB NOTICE BOARD
18th March

10:30am

7pm

19th March

3:10pm

20th March

9am
10am
7pm

21st March

10am
7:30pm

22nd March

7pm

Passion Sunday w/ Esme Holcombe Baptism!
John 15:1-17
Leader: Erika Biscoe
Preacher: Ian Biscoe Reader: Heather Hindmarsh
Intercessions: John Thompson
Evening Service (Café open from 6:30)
Being Content/Embrace Others
Gen 2:20-25
Leader: Helen Davies
Preacher: Geoff Saunders
After School Club
Church Prayer Meeting
Rock of Ages
Prayers
Oasis Small Group
CAP Money Course
Youth Group (Yrs 7-11) Final meeting/Party!

23rd March

7pm
7:30pm

Prayers
Contemplative Compline
Know Thyself 1John 3:1-23

24th March

7:30pm

Night of Prayer/Worship

25th March

10:30am

7pm

18th March, 2018

Informal Worship/ Palm Sunday
How we change: Transformation through practice
1 Corinthians 9:24-27
Leader: Ian Biscoe
Preacher: Nigel Crook
Evening Service (Café open from 6:30)

*All notices to Autumn by 7pm Wednesday newsletter@emmanuelbicester.org.uk
Prayer Chain: prayerchain@emmanuelbicester.org.uk (email to receive
Notices:
notices@emmanuelbicester.org.uk
either of these)
Website:
www.emmanuelbicester.org.uk

Passion Sunday

A message from our contributing writer…

Hi from Peter (I usually say from
your Curate but I have now
finished the study required, and
have been sent a different
licence by Bishop Colin.)
I wanted to share with you about
what I am up to as I seem to be
lots of other places recently.
Due to illness I have been
covering shortages at the local
and not-so-local prisons. As you
can imagine that work is very
much part of what God has
called me to do. The schools
work is also going well and the
afterschool club a regular
Monday feature. You will always
find me there trying to keep
some semblance of order. It is
great fun, but that is not what I
want to talk about today.
Recently at short notice- 7pm
Saturday night- I was asked to
cover the prison the next day. I
agreed but had nothing
prepared. When I turned up the
men were anxious to pray for the
person who was ill, so we began

there. After a time of worship we
turned to the word. The reading
that day was from John 2:14-22
where Jesus clears the temple
courts.
The reading took me
back to my experience in the
“Charismatic Renewal” of the
1970s which I am just old
enough to have been part of.
“And He found in the temple
those who were selling oxen and
sheep and doves, and the
money changers seated at their
tables. And He made a scourge
of cords, and drove them all out
of the temple, with the sheep
and the oxen; and He poured out
the coins of the money changers
and overturned their tables; and
to those who were selling the
doves He said, “Take these
things away; stop making My
Father ’s house a place of
business.” His disciples
remembered that it was written,
“ Z e a l f o r Yo u r h o u s e w i l l
consume me.”

This place was supposed to be for Gentiles to come and worship
and pray, and it had been turned into a cattle market and a place to
fleece people, hence the money changers.
Giving to the temple had to be done with special money which you
could only get from the priests, so the money changers could
charge what they liked. Whilst this was going on prayer and
worship were pushed out.
Now you are probably wondering where this all fits? As you know
unless you are a visitor (and a very warm welcome if you are), I
have been told that during my absences the Holy Spirit has been
moving in a different ways during the services, which is great and
exciting! My experience tells me that when the Holy Spirit starts to
move this passage takes on a whole new dynamic, you see God
starts with his people first, He is so zealous for us, as temples of
the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:9) that He wants to drive out
anything that gets in the way of our worship and prayer. He will
also turn over much of we think is valuable and get rid of that as
well. It can at times be very emotional, and uncomfortable.
My advice, which was given to me when I was a young Christian,
“If you see where God is moving jump right in and get involved.”
I have found it to be good advice and greatly satisfying.

Regards
Peter Hill

