
Welcome.  It is always good to see you 
and especially if you are a visitor. We 
love welcoming everyone to ECB so stay 
and have a cup of real coffee afterwards. 
Japan.  We find the problem of evil and 
pain hardest to comprehend when so 
called natural disasters happen.  Japan’s 
news has been particularly shocking with 
two devastating natural disasters and 
one man-made i.e. a massive 
earthquake, the biggest tsunami ever 
and the nuclear catastrophe although 
this was exacerbated by the earthquake.  
What do we say when people ask where 
God is in all this?  We Christians insist 
that He is sovereign AND loving but this 
is where the problem lies.  His 
permission and sovereignty in all of this 
will always remain a mystery until the 
end of time when all evil is conquered.  
What we do know is that in the 
beginning God’s creation was good until 
it became corrupted when evil and sin 
entered.  Now creation groans as if in 
childbirth waiting for the time it will be 
liberated. Romans 8: 18-22. In the 
meantime, we all suffer the effects of 
that corruption, sickness, bereavement 
and yes, natural disasters. 
God’s love is shown in the immediate 
concern, help, aid, prayer and empathy 
pouring into this shattered nation.  The 
Bible encourages us to take our outrage 

and pain to the Lord and ventilate our 
incomprehension at the destruction of 
so much in just one week.  Next we ask 
what we can do – and we can start 
asking the Lord Himself, for mercy for 
the survivors, comfort for the bereaved 
and rapid recovery for the shattered 
homes and businesses. 
It is not punishment.  It is vital in 
speaking to our friends seeking 
answers to the horrors in Japan that we 
emphasise that this is not punishment.  
As far as I know Japan has no more or 
less wickedness in that country than 
any other highly developed nation. 
Although the disaster does highlight 
how vulnerable our sophistication and 
civilisation is.  God may well use these 
harrowing times to bring repentance 
and turning to Him, but that is not the 
reason why He allowed the immense 
tectonic plates to move.  The Bible is 
clear that we live in an age of grace 
until the Day that the Lord wraps up 
history and judges all the earth.  
Meanwhile we pray and watch to see 
how we can help. 
It is alright to mourn and lament – 
there is a whole book in the Bible 
designed to give us this liturgy of tears, 
and it’s called Lamentations. 
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Cell Groups Sunday Duties  
20 March Peter & Carol’s cell 
27 March Roger & Debbie’s cell 
03 April Rach B & Jackie’s Cell 
10 Apr Jane & Sam’s Cell 
 

Crèche Rota 
 Rachel C & Paula 
 Jane Gould & Andrea 
 Mothering Sunday All Age 
 Cathleen & Rachel C 
  

ECB’s NOTICE BOARD  
24 March All Church Prayer Meeting @ 4 Orpine Close 
27 March Contemplative Service 
28 March PCC @ 4 Orpine Close 
03 April Mothering Sunday 
10 April Informal Service, followed by APCM & lunch. 
13 April Cell Pastors meeting at 4 Orpine Close 
22 April Good Friday Walk of Witness through Bicester 
24 April 6.30 ‘Sonrise’ Service on Brill Hill followed by 

breakfast at the Methodist Church. 
 10.30 Chocolate Easter Service at ECB. 

 Bubbles Splash & X-Streame  The Grid 

20 Mar Andy C & Lisa Caroline & Carol H Barbara & Debbie 
27 Mar Helle, Sue L & Jenny Lesley & Sue P Paul & Sandy 

Ensuring all find 

Christ’s love and  

Become disciples 

 W e l c o m e  

Welcome team 

20 Mar  John, Helen & Sandy 27 Mar  Tony, Chris & Lesley 

Good Friday Walk of Witness  

in Sheep Street 

Would anyone like to volunteer to 
do marshalling?  See Chris 

News from Adam Goullee in the US - He says he is struggling to find a 

church and is missing the fellowship of ECB.  He is looking forward to seeing 

everyone again in July.  Adam is training as an airline pilot and is in the US 

clocking up flying hours and doing exams. Please pray for him. 

Women’s Curry  

Evening 

Thursday 7 April 

Interested? 

See Rachel Jolly or email 

rachel@racheljolly.com  

Gypsy evangelist William Lee  

is teaching on healing  

on Sat April 2 at 3 p.m. at the 

Methodist church, followed by a 

healing service at 7 pm. 


