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to the church 
at the heart 
of the community 
 
20th October 2013 

Prayer chain:  ecbprayerchain@hotmail.co.uk 
Notices:     emmanuelnotices@live.co.uk            

email to receive either of these. 

 

 
Website:          www.emmanuelbicester.org.uk 

 
We extend a warm welcome to 
regulars and visitors alike. If you are 
new at Emmanuel, or visiting, please 
do introduce yourself to one of the 
Welcome Team.  

 
Katie Jenkinson writes this week 
 
“I am the vine, you are the branches. 
He who abides in Me, and I in him, 
bears much fruit; for without Me you 
can do nothing.” (John 15:5) 
 
When Scott Dalton first visited our 
church a year or so ago, he spoke 
about Jesus, the true vine. I have 
never forgotten what he said then, 
and its importance for us as 
individuals and as a church.  
 
Some years ago, Scott Dalton was the 
minister of a church and he worked so 
hard that he burnt out. He burnt out 
so badly that all he could do was sit in 
front of God. He didn’t read the Bible. 
He didn’t even pray. He just sat. And 
as he sat, God started to change him 

 
from the inside out.  
 

  
God spoke to him through this 
passage. For the first time, he 
realised what the verse above really 
means – that we bear God’s fruit, 
we don’t produce it. Human beings 
like to manufacture things, don’t 
we? We like to be busy and produce 
things. We like to have projects, and 
tasks, and often our identities are 
closely bound up in what we do. 
Perhaps this is because we don’t 
have much confidence in who we 
are. But when we come to Jesus, we 
are his children, a royal priesthood,  

ECB’s NOTICE BOARD 

20th Oct 10.30am Trinity 21 – Informal Service 
                             Leader: Ian Biscoe 
                             Preacher: John Bentley 
                             Subject: ‘Calming the Storm’ Matt 8:23-27 
                             Prayers: Ian Brown 

 7.00pm  Worship Central Course – in Church 
                             Led by Rach Bowen 

22nd Oct 9.00am  Prayers in Church 

24th Oct  6.00-7.30pm Youth Group in church – Years 7-9  
7.30-9.00pm Youth Group in Church – Years 10-13 
8.00pm  Worship Group Practice – in Church 
8.00pm  ECB Prayer Group – contact Katie Jenkinson 

26th Oct 8.00am  Men’s Breakfast – in Church 
                             Hosts – Robert Jackson & Ian Biscoe 
7.30-9.00pm Prison Fellowship Awareness Evening 
                             in Church  

27th Oct 10.30am Bible Sunday – Communion Service 
                             Leader: Ian Biscoe 
                             Preacher: Carol Hill 
                             Subject: ‘Jesus Forgives’ Matt 9:1-8 
                             Prayers: Claire Bean 

29th Oct 9.00am  Prayers in Church 

31st Oct  6.00-7.30pm Youth Group in church – Years 7-9  
7.30-9.00pm Youth Group in Church – Years 10-13 
8.00pm  Worship Group Practice – in Church 
8.00pm  ECB Prayer Group – contact Katie Jenkinson 

3rd Nov 10.30am 4th Before Advent – Informal Service 
                             Leader: Tony Shields 
                             Preacher: Ian Biscoe 
                             Subject: ‘Mercy not Sacrifice’ Matt 9:9-13 
                             Prayers: Libby Brown 

 7.00pm  Church Prayer Meeting – in Church 
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a holy people. We don’t need to 
produce fruit, we just need to abide in 
Him, and He will grow fruit that we 
will bear. 
 
I think a lot of us are afraid that if we 
seek to abide in God, we will just be 
sitting around doing nothing, being 
‘super spiritual’. But look at Jesus. He 
started each day abiding with our 
heavenly Father – and which of us will 
ever do more than Jesus did?  

 
Apart from God, we can do nothing. 
Our strivings will be lost on the wind. 
We will produce lots of groups and 
structures and projects – but will they 
be what God wants? And will they 
bear fruit?  

 
At our church meal, Ian spoke about 
how he visited someone’s house and 
noticed in the garden that they had a 
beautiful fence, with a wonderful new 
trellis – but the plants were all dead.  

We can produce, we can 
manufacture, but we cannot grow 
fruit. That is God’s work.  
 
He calls us to abide in Him, to seek 
His will for our lives, and to learn to 
co-operate with Him in the work 
that He is already doing. This will be 
different for each person, because 
each of us is unique and God loves 
us just the way we are, and knows 
what is best for us. 
 
Today, and in the week ahead, let’s 
learn to abide more in Christ – and 
let’s seek to ensure that our good 
ideas are also God’s ideas: 
 
“For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a 
future.” (Jeremiah 29: v 11) 
 

Every Blessing, Katie 
 

Saturday 26th October – 8.00am Mens’ Breakfast in church  
– please register beforehand, sign-up sheet at back of church 

Saturday 26th October – 7.30-9.00pm Prison Fellowship Awareness Evening 
Come and join us as we share about the work of the Prison Fellowship, the 
needs locally at HMP Bullingdon and Bicester, and how you can get involved in 
this life changing ministry. Refreshments provided. RSVP to Justin Bloomfield 
by email justinbloomfield@prisonfellowship.org.uk 

Tuesday 5th November – 10am-12.00pm in the Church Cafe 
Seniors’ Gathering for Emmanuel and all churches in the C of E Bicester Team 

 
 

This week, we ask you to pray for those in our church family or known to us 
who are ill or for other reasons require our prayers, including:- 
 
Lisa Hill continuing her treatment for cancer, 
James and Jo Dunne on the death of James’ mother, 
Ken & Dora Potter – Ken’s health problems continue, 
Jennifer Lee – Barbara’s daughter – in hospital in Edinburgh. 

 
Any notices please to Roger Winson by 7 p.m. Wednesday at 
rogerwinson@btinternet.com 

ROTAS 
Prayer Ministry 
20th Oct Chris Shields 
27th Oct Katie Jenkinson – and, anointing during Communion:  

Christine Thompson / John Thompson 
3rd Nov Christine Thompson 
 

Sunday Club Bubbles Splash 
20th Oct Karen & Jane Claire & Hannah 
27th Oct Doreen & Andrea Andy & Vera 
3rd Nov Libby & Karen & Catherine Claire & Jo/Nathan 
 

Sunday Club The Grid Crèche  
20th Oct Karl & Debbie Jackie & Claire 
27th Oct Hannah & Tom Jane & TBA 
3rd Nov Karl & Sandy Doyin & Nicola 
 

Welcome Team 
20th Oct Lisa Verman, Tony Shields, Doreen & John Thompson 
27th Oct Dell Hindmarsh, Debbie Winson, Mark Verman 
3rd Nov Jacquie Finney, Hugh White, Roger Winson, Heather Hindmarsh 
 

Small Group Duties 
20th Oct Rach Bowen & Jackie Meek 
27th Oct Heather Hindmarsh & members of Pete & Carol Hill’s group 
3rd Nov Sue White’s Sunday Team 
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