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Cell Groups Sunday Duties  
20 Sept Roger & Debbie 
27 Sept Rachel Jackie & Amy 
04 Oct Jane & Sam 
11 Oct Rach J, Sven & Maria 
18 Oct Buracell 

www.emmanuelbicester.org.uk 

The Prayer Chain: ecbprayerchain@hotmail.co.uk 

News & notices: emmanuelnotices@live.co.uk 

ECB DIARY 
21 Sept Cell Pastors 8.00 at 4 Orpine - the year ahead & the 

Mission. 
22 Sept Girls’ Cell 
23 Sept Lost for Words 
30 Sept Lost for Words 
01 Oct JPCC 
04 Oct Welcome to Etienne Van Blerk (new training curate)

St. Peter’s Bucknell at 6 p.m. followed by refreshments 
06 Oct Girls’ Cell 
7 Oct Lost for Words 
10 Oct  ECB Prayer Breakfast at 4 Orpine Close 8.30 am 
12 Oct Start of Marriage Course at Andrew and Jeanette’s 
14 Oct Deanery Synod 
18 Oct Whole Church Lunch after the service 
19 Oct Building & Vision committee 
26 Oct Standing Committee 

Crèche  
20 Sept Hannah P & Jackie 
27 Sept Rachel C & volunteer 
11 Oct  Pat & Karen 
18 Oct  Lyn and Bev 
25 Oct  Emma H & Vera 

 W e l c o m e  

Welcome to our Second Gift Day 

worship service.  If you are a visitor we 

pray that you will be blessed by the 

worship, intrigued by our vision but not 

obligated in any way to give outside 

anything the Lord may be directing your 

heart to contribute.  Our practice in ECB 

is to re-assure visitors that we do not 

want them to feel obliged to contribute in 

the offering.   

Faith, guidance & what God says.  As 

we start out on our building project this 

month, it is a good time to review our 

guidance and take stock before the Lord.  

This week the Diocese has confirmed that 

as our option to build runs out at the 

beginning of October, the surest way to 

secure the land is to lay the foundations.  

I believe this is another step of faith.    

The first step of faith was when the PCC 

unanimously decided to instruct the 

Architects to proceed to tender.  It 

decided that if we really expected the 

Lord to provide for this scheme, we 

needed to be ready to start building with 

documentation in place and ready to go.  

In the same way, the Israelites faced 

impossible faith challenges at the Red Sea 

and at the River Jordan on their way to 

the Promised Land.  The first step at the 

Red Sea was for Moses to raise his staff 

over the water.  (Exodus 14:16)  The first 

step at the Jordan was for the priests 

carrying the ark to actually step into the 

river before the Lord was going to cut off 

the waters and allow them all to pass over 

on dry ground.  So far, our first steps 

have been provided for financially – the 

consultants fees and sufficient funds for 

foundations.  Our guidance has been 

received from a combination of factors 

for instance: - 

1. We need a building for proclaiming 

the gospel in a variety of ways and a 

place for a growing, worshipping 

community.  

2. At an all night prayer meeting we felt 

the Lord telling us to proceed with this 

vision. 

3. At an Away Weekend, we 

unanimously decided that our architects 

had come up with the right design. We 

were both daunted & delighted. 

4. We have had encouraging and up-

building prophetic words from various 

sources, all humbly submitted as 

believing this was from God, but of 

course open to testing. 

5. We have received huge generosity 

from our first gift day and the fun, fund 

raising activities since then.  Total raised 

so far is £326,000. 

Meanwhile - attack.  The recession 

seems to have ground all financial 

institutions to a halt!  Large charitable 

givers find their trust funds severely 

reduced by the negligible interest rates 

available.  Joshua 3:15 tells us that the 

Jordan was in full flood when the priests 

carrying the Ark of the Covenant went 

ahead!  Pray earnestly that the 

foundations will be like the stopping of 

the Jordan River at a town called Adam 

– i.e. funds currently hidden from our 

knowledge now will be released for each 

phase to march forward.  Next stop – 

Jericho!      Blessings, Chris 

Calling all young people 
(year 9 upwards) 

Chill out and worship on 
Sunday evenings at 6.15  

at Bicester  
Methodist Church 

starting this Sunday  
See Darrel for more details 

 
Sunday 4th October at 5 
pm at St. Marys Reading 
Revd PAUL GOODING, a 

past member of ECB,  
is being priested.   

Everyone who remembers 
Paul is invited. 

On the Welcome Desk information about…. 
6th and 14 October King’s Senior School Open Morning 
Twin your toilet with one in Burundi www.toilettwinning.org  
10 October Akeman Voices “The Creation” Proceeds to 
Katharine House Hospice at the Catholic Church 
14 November Wycliffe Open Day Range of full time  
and part time courses on offer 
2 jobs being advertised at Wycliffe 
Hosting an overseas student for Christmas 


