
 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

to the church 
at the heart 
of the community 

 

 

to the church 
at the heart 
of the community 
 
21st April 2013 

Prayer chain:  ecbprayerchain@hotmail.co.uk    
Notices:           emmanuelnotices@live.co.uk            
email to receive either of these. 

 
Website:          www.emmanuelbicester.org.uk 

 
We extend a warm welcome to 
regulars and visitors alike. If you are 
new at Emmanuel, or visiting, please 
do introduce yourself to one of the 
Welcome Team.  
 
I’ve just spent a couple of days with 
the young recruits of Oxfordshire’s 
Army Cadet Force. They join in year 9 
(13 year olds) and it used to be that 
their first camp was the annual one in 
the Summer. This is a fortnight long 
and takes place in one of the Army’s 
training camps, usually several hours’ 
journey from their homes in 
Oxfordshire, and we found that many 
of the cadets for whom this was their 
first time away, got horribly homesick. 
A week in Arncott during the Easter 
break therefore serves as a less 
extreme introduction to being away 
from home. All sorts of youngsters 
join up, and about a quarter of them 
are girls but one experience that all of 
them share is that of becoming a 
member of an organisation that 
notices   them.     This   happens   in   a  

 
number of ways. For some, they 
bump into boundaries for the first 
time whilst for others, they find 
acceptance into a team 
environment that life has hitherto 
denied them. Chief of all challenges 
though is the requirement for them 
to get on with other youngsters that 
they wouldn’t normally choose to 
hang out with. It’s not perfect, but it 
was fun to chat to James from the 
Blackbird Leys detachment who was 
working out how to put up a tent 
with Charlotte from the Chipping 
Norton one. 
 
On Saturday, they passed out. The 
Battalion Band led them on to the 
parade square with hundreds of 
parents, grandparents and siblings 
watching them march on, receive 
their cap badges, and march past 
the honorary colonel delivering him 
a swanky ‘eyes right’ as they went. 
They had all made the grade and 
this year, not a single one had gone 
home. 

ECB’s NOTICE BOARD 

21st Apr 10.30am Easter 4 – New series: ‘Red Letter’ 
                             Leader: Al Bowen 
                             Preacher: Ian Biscoe 
                             Subject: ‘Making Disciples’ Matt 28:16-20 
                             Prayers: Chris Shields 

23rd Apr 9.00am  Prayers in Church 

25th Apr 6.00-7.30pm Youth Group in Church – Years 7-9 
7.00-9.00pm Youth Group in Church – Years 10-13 
8.00pm  Worship Group Practice – in Church 
8.00pm  ECB Prayer Group – contact Katie Jenkinson 

26th Apr 9.00am  Prayer for youth work – in Church 

28th Apr 10.30am Easter 5 – Holy Communion 
                             Leader: Robert Jackson  
                             Preacher: Roger Winson 
                             Subject: ‘Temptation’ Matt.4:1-22  
                             Prayers: Jackie Meek 

 7.00pm  Contemplative Prayer in Church 

29th Apr 8.00pm  Bure Park Residents Association – in Church 

2nd May 7am – 10pm Polling Station – in main area of Church 
6.00-7.30pm Youth Group in Church – Years 7-9 
7.00-9.00pm Youth Group in Church – Years 10-13 
8.00pm  Worship Group Practice – at Rach’s house 
8.00pm  Standing Committee – in Church 
8.00pm  ECB Prayer Group – contact Katie Jenkinson  
8.00pm  20’s / 30’s Group – in Bure Farm 

4th May 8.00pm  Luv Esther – musical – in Church 
                             Invite your friends to join you 
                             Tickets and sign-up sheet are in church. 

5th May 10.30am Easter 6 – Renewal Baptismal Vows 
                             Leader: Ian Biscoe 
                             Preacher: Robert Jackson 
                             Subject: ‘The Beatitudes’ Matt 5:1-12 
                             Prayers: Clare Bean 

 7.00pm  Church Prayer Meeting – in Church 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

http://www.emmanuelbicester.org.uk/


Now to my mind, this is not a million 
miles away from what a church is. As 
Ian was saying last Sunday, we are a 
wonderfully diverse bunch of people 
from all manner of backgrounds, 
embodying a veritable cornucopia of 
gifts and aspirations. Whilst we might 
choose the church we join, we can’t 
choose our fellow members and this 
is significant because we are also all 
beasts of burden and whilst the 
weight of the loads we carry varies, 
we are called to help each other to 
bear them. Paul, writing to the 
churches in Galatia, instructs them to 
carry each other’s burdens for to do 
so is to “fulfil the Messiah’s law”. 
Being good Christians, we generally 
excel in 50% of this. We are eager to 
help but on the other hand, we find it 
far harder to receive help. 
 

Having said this, ECB is, in my 
experience, a remarkably open 
church in that we tend not to wear 
‘I’m all right’ masks, but we do need 
to guard against doing so lest we fail 
to “fulfil the Messiah’s law”. And, 
just like the cadets, if we persevere, 
not only will we be best placed to 
fulfil God’s purpose for us as a 
church, but we can also look 
forward to the day when we will 
pass out, and as we march past our 
Lord, we will hear the choicest 
words of all whispered into our ear… 
“Well done good and faithful 
servant.” 
 

Yours 

Robert Jackson 

The Bure Park Residents' Association welcomes new members at its AGM at 8.00 
p.m. on the 29th at the church. If you could join us please visit its website: 
www.burepark.info/index.php/communication/email-us  
or speak to Steve Willott, the chairman, at the church.  
 
Bring a friend, relation, work colleague or neighbour to a performance of the Luv 
Esther musical on Saturday 4th May at 8pm at church. Tickets are £6 each, £5 for 
concessions, and available from the church office. See Karen for details.  

 

Thanks to the task-force of Tim, John I, Andrew C and Steve W for laying the turf! 
Please could you avoid walking / playing on it until it has got established?  
Debbie Winson 
 

For those who wish to learn more about Healing On The Streets and this practical 

expression of God's love - there is a training session at 9:00-10:45am on Saturday 

27th April at the Rainbow Room Methodist Church. If you wish to know further 
details please contact Soonah by email mcribb@virginmedia.com tel. 07906696240 
(Organised by Orchard Baptist Church). 

 “He must become greater, I must become less” 
 
Prayer Ministry 
21st Apr Chris Shields: 

Hugh White & Dora Potter; John Thompson & Chris Thompson 
28th Apr Katie Jenkinson: 

Tina Dunn & John Williams; Howard Dunn & Chris Thompson 
5th May Chris Shields: 

Dora Potter & John Thompson; Tony Shields & Sue White 
 
Sunday Club Bubbles Splash 
21st Apr Andy Coleman &  

Sue Perks & Ellen 
Andy Matheson &  
Vera Spaenij 

28th Apr Jenny Butter & 
Paula Alvarez & Catherine 

Erika Biscoe &  
Emma Hayton 

5th May Jenny Butter & 
Paula Alvarez & Catherine 

Clare Lindley & 
Nathan Argyle & Hannah 

 
Sunday Club The Grid Crèche  
21st Apr Nicola Cooper &  

Debbie Winson 
Jane Gould &  
Nathan Hill 

28th Apr Paul Hayton &  
Sandy D’Amon. 

Rachel Coleman &  
Nicola Collison 

5th May Paul Hayton & 
Karen Stoddart 

Jane Gould & 
Emma Hayton 

 
Welcome Team 
21st Apr Andrew Collett, Sue White, Nathan Argyle 
28th Apr Dave Bambrook, Jeannette Collett, Peter Hill 
5th May Rachel Matheson, John Innes, Tony Shields 
 
Small Group (Cell) Duties 
21st Apr Emma Hayton & Jan Butter 
28th Apr Peter & Carol Hill 
5th May Clare Bean 

Any notices please to Roger Winson by 7 p.m. Wednesday at  

rogerwinson@btinternet.com  
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