ECB NOTICE BOARD

26th August 10:30am

7pm

2nd September 10:30am

7pm

Note*

Communion/ John 14:1-11
Leader: Peter Hill
Preacher: Carol Hill
Reader: Jeannette Collett Prayers: John T.
Evenings Service (Café open from 6:30)
(Philippians series) Resident Aliens
Leader: Annie Croxford
Preacher: Phil Croxford
Summer Services/John 15:1-17
Leader: Erika Biscoe
Preacher: Ian Biscoe
Reader: Sue White
Prayers: Katie J.
Evening Service (Café open from 6:30)
(Philippians series)
Leader, Preacher TBA

Café open 29,30,31st
….5th September back to usual schedule!

*All notices to Autumn by 7pm Wednesday newsletter@emmanuelbicester.org.uk
www.emmanuelbicester.org.uk

26th

August

From our contributing
writer….
It’s been an interesting summer
to be a sheep! Where’s he
going with that one I hear you
ask. We are normally
challenged by the weather, if
there is a lot of rain we get
plenty of grass but plenty of
maggots and worms too (the
sheep, not the farmer!), and if
we have no rain we have fewer
maggots and worms, but
hungry sheep. Normally it’s a
mixture so we have plenty to
grumble about but we do tend
to focus on the troubles, and
less on the gifts. We are so
easily distracted by the ‘every
day’.
When we move the ewes and
lambs to new grass, we pen
them up, sort them from one
another and take the ewes in
the trailer first then we come
back for the lambs. When the
tailgate of the trailer hits the
ground and the gates open, the
ewes are out, noses in the
grass, oblivious, and totally
distracted! Meanwhile, the
lambs are a different story, we
get back to the yard and they

are demanding their rights, they
are too young to be weaned,
they shout ‘Where’s my
Mummy!’. Lambs into the
trailer, belt down the road,
hoping the ewes haven’t
escaped, into the field and the
ewes haven’t moved, noses still
in the grass, oblivious to the
plight of their lambs. When the
trailer tailgate hits the ground,
the lambs explode into the field,
the ewes remember they have
responsibilities and chaos
ensues as they are lost and
then found. A top up of milk and
a reassuring nuzzle later and
both the ewes and lambs are
happy, oblivious and distracted,
until the next time they are lost!
In our busy lives we can get
distracted from God and
sometimes only remember he
is there with us when we
breathe a sigh of relief as a job
is finished, or perhaps when we
need help in an emergency.
We need to look at our lives
and what we do, to see what
distracts us from God.
Not all the things that distract
us from God are bad, those that
are, we must push away - with
his help. Most of the

Not all the things that distract us from God are bad, those that are,
we must push away - with his help. Most of the distractions we
have are God given, our family, our church family, our friends, our
homes, even our work, all of these we must share with him. How
rewarding for the Giver to be invited to share the presents that he
has given, and how much sweeter the presents when in the
presence of the Giver. How else can we appreciate Jesus’ words ‘I
have come that they may have life, and have it to the full’ (John
10:10). Sorry, what’s that? The grass is tickling my nose!
Blessings,
Tim Howard

-Notices-

Garden Talk
Saturday 1 September c/o St Edburg’s Church coffee morning
Further information from Jo Morey or Debbie Winson email:
drwinson@msn.com
CAP Money Course
9:30-11:30am Thursdays, 13, 20, 27th SeSeptember @
Salvation Army Church, Bicester
To book phone 01869 369160
Women’s Breakfast, “One Life”
September 29th From 9:30 until….
“Belonging through being an inclusive and generous community
and making a real difference as ordinary people living extraordinary
lives!”
Practical and user friendly so women of faith and even no faith will
feel envisioned.

*deadline for notices entries 7pm Wednesdays!!

