
   
     

 

 

 

L 

 

                

 

 

 

 ‘’ 

 

  

       

   

 

 

to the church 
at the heart 
of the community 
 
27th April 2014 

Prayer chain:  ecbprayerchain@hotmail.co.uk 
Notices:        emmanuelnotices@live.co.uk            

email to receive either of these. 

 

 
Website:          www.emmanuelbicester.org.uk 

 
We extend a warm welcome to 
regulars and visitors alike. If you are 
new at Emmanuel, or visiting, please 
do introduce yourself to one of the 
Welcome Team.  
 
Carol Hill writes this week on: -  
“The art of lament” 
When we lived in Canada Peter and I 
were discipled by a lovely family.  The 
patriarch, Fred Brown, had that old-
fashioned and homely wisdom 
common to old school Canadians.  I’ve 
always remembered one of his 
homilies – on Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego in the fiery furnace.  He 
quoted Daniel 3: 16-18:16 Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego answered 
the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
have no need to present a defence to 
you in this matter. 17 If our God whom 
we serve is able to deliver us from the 
furnace of blazing fire and out of your 
hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18 But 
if not, be it known to you, O king, that 
we will not serve your gods and we  

 
will not worship the golden statue 
that you have set up.” 

His emphasis was on verse 18 ‘But if 
not ….’  It was cautionary advice 
about the reality of Christian life.  
There is ultimate truth, and then 
there is the experienced truth of our 
day-to-day lives – which do not 
always measure up as ideal.  
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
were committed to serve only God, 
despite any challenge set against 
them.  
 
The truth is we do live in a chaotic 
world – it has been that way since 
the fall. Even though Jesus’ death 
and resurrection opened up a ‘way’, 
a window in heaven, sometimes we 
just do not manage to get ourselves 
into the ray of light that shines.  The 
Bible is full of stories of people of 
people who don’t experience a total 
answer to their prayers immediately 
they ask.  Just read the book of Job,  

ECB’s NOTICE BOARD  

27th Apr 10.30am 2nd of Easter – Informal Worship – Kingsmere update  
Leader:   Roger Winson                Preacher: John Bentley 
Reader:  Hans Cooper             Prayers: Carol Hill 

 
29th Apr 9.00am  Prayers in Church  

10.00am  Seniors Café – in Church 
30th Apr  10.00 for 10.30 Oasis Small Group – Church Prayer Room 
  7.30 for 7.45pm PRAYER MEETING for Love Bicester– in Church 
1st May 6.00-7.30pm Youth Group in Church – Years 7-9  

7.30-9.00pm Youth Group in Church – Years 10-13 
8.00pm  Worship Group Practice – in Church 

 8.00pm  20’s / 30’s Group – Bure Farm 
2nd May 9.00am  Standing Committee – in Church 
 
4th May 10.30am 3rd of Easter – Informal Worship  

Leader:   Erika Biscoe                 Preacher: Ian Biscoe 
Subject: ‘Son of God’  Matthew 16:13-20  
Reader:  Hugh White             Prayers: Jacqui Finney 

 
7.00pm   Love Bicester Launch Meeting 4 –  
in the Immaculate Conception RC Church 

 
6th May 9.00am  Prayers in Church  

10.00am  Seniors Café – in Church 
7th May  10.00 for 10.30 Oasis Small Group – Church Prayer Room 
8th May 6.00-7.30pm Youth Group in Church – Years 7-9  

7.30-9.00pm Youth Group in Church – Years 10-13 
8.00pm  Worship Group Practice – in Church 

 
11th May 10.30am 4th of Easter – Doing it Differently. Jamie’s Baptism 

Leader:   Ian Biscoe                 Preacher: Nigel Crook 
Subject: ‘Gain the whole world’. Matthew 16:21-28 
Reader:  John Thompson        Prayers: Jackie Meek 

 7.00pm   Evening Service – Mission / Community 
Leaders:  TBA    Preacher: Ian Biscoe 
Subject:   ‘It’s all about Grace’    Matthew 20:1-16 
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research Ezekiel’s life, or read 
Jeremiah and you will see pain writ 
large!  In the New Testament we need 
only to read of some of the difficulties 
experienced by the apostles and 
disciples to see that life was not 
always victoriously lived. 

One of the books I have been reading 
and found helpful is ‘Sowing in Tears, 
How to Lament in a Church of Praise’ 
(by Paul Bradbury).  Bradbury reckons 
we have lost the art of ‘Lament’ – that 
cry of desolation to God, inviting his 
response.  We British are not too fond 
of letting our guard down.  But 
sometimes it is healthy just to ‘be’, to 
allow our feelings rein to develop and 
pour out, to allow God to see the 
absolute core of our being, with our 
pain and anguish laid bare.   

 

The lament form of calling on God, 
complaining about our situation, 
petitioning for action, and laying out 
our reasons for why God should act 
are cleansing.  

This is the reality of being – and God 
does not turn his back on an honest 
approach made in humility.  He 
hears, he draws near, and we 
respond – usually by renewing our 
commitment to him and praising 
him.   

The Psalms of David are a useful tool 
for lament meditations; he had a life 
encompassing both triumph and 
disaster.   Psalm 34:18 tells us: 18 The 
LORD is near to the broken-hearted, 
and saves the crushed in spirit. 

And so he is – and does. 

Carol Hill 

Well done to Heather & Del for organising a ‘guessing the number of sweets’ 
competition which raised £67 for Love Bicester 

This week, we ask you to pray for those in our church family or known to 

us who are ill or for other reasons require our prayers, including:-  
>> Adrian and Charlotte Stone and baby Ruby  
>>Yvonne and Steve Willott       >>Ken and Dora Potter  
>>Sharon and Dave Bambrook  >>Sue, Lisa’s mother, and also Lisa and 
Mark Verman. Sue is awaiting test results. 

To Support Toybox charity, Dan Beesley ran the London marathon!!!  
It is not too late to give now… https://my.give.net/danbeesley 

 

 

Wed April 30th at 7:30 for 7:45 pm at ECB last Love Bicester Prayer Meeting. 
Please make every effort to attend. With only a few weeks to go there is 
much to ask God for in His continued love and guidance. Planned events need 
prayer. Bicester needs prayer. Mother Theresa once said" Prayer without 
action is a waste of prayer. Action without prayer is a waste of action." Please 
come and join Members from other Bicester Churches. 

Gardeners’ Get Together. Prepare for a church and community meal next 
October: the Big ECB Harvest Challenge! Contact Debbie Winson: 

email drwinson@msn.com. Probable day for a Get Together: Monday 5 May 

ROTAS 
Prayer Ministers 
27th Apr             John Williams 
4th May              Chris Shields 
11th May            Chris Thompson 
 
Sunday Club Bubbles Splash 
27th Apr Doreen & Jane Sandy & Dave 
4th May Karen & TBA Andy & Jo A & Fleur 
11th May Doing it Differently Doing it Differently 
 

Sunday Club The Grid Crèche  
27th Apr Hannah & Sandy Doyin & Nicola 
4th May Karl & Sandy Jane & Tosin 
11th May Doing it Differently Claire & Tammy 
 

Welcome Team 
27th Apr Lisa Verman, Tony Shields, Doreen & John Thompson 
4th May Del Hindmarsh, Debbie Winson, Mark Verman 
11th May Jacqui Finney, Hugh White, Roger Winson, Heather Hindmarsh 
  
Sunday Team Duties (Refreshments, taking up the offering) 
27th Apr Sandy Addison with Sue White’s former team 
4th May Heather Hindmarsh’s Sunday Team 
11th May Clare Bean’s Small Group 

 
Any notices for next week please to Roger Winson by 7 p.m. Wednesday at 

rogerwinson@btinternet.com 

https://my.give.net/danbeesley
mailto:drwinson@msn.com

